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National Weather Summary 


November 21 - 27 


HIGHLIGHTS: Two major patterns highlighted U.S. temperatures from Montana and Wyoming to the central 
weather for the week. A flattening of the upper Plains. In Washington, Seatt le and Olympia set 
ridge of high pressure in the eastern Pacific Ocean record low readings of 21° and 14. A low pressure 
allowed storms and cold air to enter the Northwest. system off the northern California coast carried 
Welcome precipitation, heavy at times, descended as rain and snow to the upper portion of the Golden 
far south as Marin County, California, and extended State and Oregon. Meantime heavy thunderstorms 
eastward to the northern Plateau Region. inundated southeastern Texas and showers fell on 
Severely cold air for so early in the season hit the upper half of the Atlantic Coast. 
the northern Plains and upper Mississippi Valley-- The storms moved through East Texas during the 
average temperatures plunged as much as 23° below afternoon dumping 1 to 3 inches on many stations 
normal. Many sub-zero readings were recorded. and drenching Liberty with 11.30 in. The precipi- 
Much of the Deep South was above normal--6 to 8% tation continued eastward and soaked Jackson, Miss. 
higher than expected for this time of year in with more than two and one-half inches. Storms 
Alabama, and 10° warmer than normal in the south- also trekked into the northern half of the 
western Plateau area. Intermountain Region carrying up to a foot of snow 
to parts of southern Idaho. Much-needed moisture 
The week began with heavy snows and rains and persisted in northern California where heavy snow 
bone-chilling temperatures in several sections of covered the mountains and 6 inches of rain fell on 
the country. Monday morning brought below zero Kentfield. 
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Precipitation worked its way into the Oregon/ 
northern California area and across the northern 
Intermountain Region into Colorado on Tuesday. 

Five inches of snow blanketed Portland, Oreg., while 
3 inches of snow whitened Boise. A frontal system 
trailed through the Gulf and lower East Coast 
States; Mobile, Ala., notched nearly 2 inches and 
Valparaiso, Fla., had almost an inch and one- 
quarter. 

By earl: Wednesday morning, 


one inch of snow 


salted Seattle and Spokane and Bismarck, N. Dak. 
Showers extended along the Atlantic Coast from 


southern New England to Florida. Light snow dusted 
the unper Mississippi Valley and as far east as 
Indiana. Light rain still fell on parts of the 
extreme western U.S. while rain became a bit 
heavier in the Southeast; Daytona Beach, Fla., 
recorded 1.09 in. 

Thunderstorms rumbled over Florida on Thursday 
unleashing up to 3 inches of rain from Palm Beach 
into Dade County where 6.32 in. fell on Miami 
Beach. A low pressure center over Nebraska touched 
off snow from the Plains to the northern half of 
the Mississippi Valley. The snow and rain in the 
Pacific Northwest triggered some 

A Chinook wind blew down the eastern slope of 
the northern Rockies pushing Montana temperatures 
from 10° to 40° in a few minutes. However, it 
didn't reacii Williston in northwestern North 
Dakota--the town was chilled by a 8" reading which 
plunged 5° below the former record set in 1900. 

Snow became heavy over the upper Mississippi 
Valley on Friday. Milwaukee accumulated 9 inches 
of the white stuff and Chicago measured 4 inches. 
The low pressure center moved through the Great 
Lakes and headed for the Northeast. Rain picked 
up again in the Northwest where some Washington 
stations reported more than an inch. In the East, 


flooding in Oregon. 








Altoona, 

rain. 
After the snow, 

reauings in the upper halves of the Plains and 


Pa., was soaked by more than one inch of 


temperatures slid to record 


Mississippi Valley. International “alls, Minn., 
equalled its lowest November mark ever, -27°. It 
was 4° in Omaha, -9% in Waterloo, Iowa, and -12° in 
Minneapolis. In sharp contrast, southern California 
had unseasonably warm temperatures; Los Angeles 
showed 92° and Long Beach, 97° . 


Two major storms were the primary weather factors 
on Saturday. One of them spread rain, snow, and 
freezing rain from the Ohio Valley eastward to the 
Atlantic Coast. South Bend, Ind., piled up 21 
inches of snow while 9 inches fell on Binghamton, 
N.Y. The other storm brought some snow and high 
winds into the northern Rockies, later stretching 
into the Plains. By evening, freezing rain fell on 
Kansas, Nebraska, and Missouri. 

The day was marked by many record low tempera- 
tures in the Plains, Midwest, and South. Rockford, 
Ill., dipped below its former record by 13° to -10°; 
Kansas City shivered at 9°; and Nashville noted 17°. 


Sunday began drearily from Missouri to the lower 
Ohio Valley as snow and freezing rain covered the 
area; 5 inches of snow fell on St. Louis. Snow 
also hit the upper Great Lakes and thunderstorms 
ranged over Mississippi and Louisiana; two tornadoes 
were sighted in central Louisiana. Three-quarters 
inch of rain drenched Memphis. Snow trudged into 
the Appalachians by evening leaving 3 inches at 
Cincinnati and 11 inches at Pickens in east central 
West Virginia. Nighttime snow and freezing rain 
marched into the middle Atlantic Coast States. 

Additional rain and light snow dainpened the 
northern Pacific Coast and extended into the north- 
ern half of the Intermountain Region. 
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HIGHLIGHTS: Rain or snow and cold temperatures 
over most of the eastern half of the country and 
the Northwest reduced fieldwork and hampered 
remaining harvest of most row crops. Soil moisture 
was adequate to surplus in most States; parts of 
Florida remained short, but many areas in the West 
showed improvement from a week ago. Winter wheat 
seeding was being wrapped up in most major States; 
most stands rated good. Corn harvest advanced 5 
points to 92% complete and soybeans reached 88% 
harvested, up 4 points from the previous week. 
Cotton picking edged up 2 points to the 84% mark 
and grain sorghum made a 3 point gain to 96% com- 
plete. Pastures and livestock continued in good 
condition in most States. 


SMALL GRAINS: Winter wheat seeding was nearing 
completion in major producing areas as rain or snow 
moved through many States interrupting fieldwork. 
Texas wheat advanced to 96% planted, above last 
vear's 93% but slightly below average. Missouri 
growers edged up to 64% completion on winter wheat 
seeding, continuing to lag well behind the average. 
Condition of most wheat stands throughout the 
country was rated good, except in Texas where dry- 
land fields in the Plains lacked adequate moisture 
for good growth. In Oklahoma, 96% of the crop was 
up to stand, ahead of average, 
The Kansas crop was above average despite continued 
appearance of leaf rust. Pasturing of wheat stood 
at 15%, ahead of 1976 but equal the average. 
Increased soil moisture supplies in much of the 
West improved the wheat outlook. Wyoming stands 
remained in need of additional moisture. 


CORN: Harvest of the U. S. corn crop reached 92%, 
short of last year's 99% but ahead of the 90% aver- 
age. The east north central States matched the 
Nation's pace, at 92% completed, but lagged 1976 
by 5%. ‘The west north central, at 90%, fell 10% 
short of 1976 but the south central States, at 99%, 
were 2% ahead of a year ago and rapidly winding up 
operations. 

The Iowa harvest reached 89% complete, lagging 
last year's 100% and the 90% average. Harvest 
loss to stalk rot and ear droppage was moderate. 
Nebraska hit the 95% mark, 5% ahead of normal while 
Missouri reached 76% complete compared with a 
normal of 83%. 


SOYBEANS: Harvest of the Nation's soybean crop 
advanced to 88% as growers' efforts were slowed by 
wet fields and cold temperatures in many States. 
This harvest rate compared with 96% last year and 
a 92% average. The east north central States show 
the most progress, at 96% complete, although last 
year's harvest was finished at this time. 

In the western north central States, harvest 
advanced to 89%, lagging 1976's 100% and the aver- 
age of 96%. Iowa edged up to 93% complete although 
last year and the average showed the crop wrapped 
up by this date. Light to moderate harvest loss 
from bean mold and pod scattering was reported. 
Nebraska hit the 95% mark, below last year and 
average. 

In the south central States, Arkansas advanced 
to 85% complete, a 6 point gain during the week 
(93% in 1976, 85% average). Other States in the 
region progressed moderately with Mississippi at 
82% (93% in 1976, 79% average) and Louisiana at 


93% (100% 1976, 87% average). 
COTTON: Cotton picking also advanced only moder- 


ately in many of the major producing southern 


National Agricultural Summary 


November 21 


and grazing increased. 


- 27 

States, with operations slowed by wet fields. The 
region now stands at 84% complete, a 2 point 
advance last week, although well ahead of 1976's 


60% and the 53% average. The Georgia harvest 
advanced 7 points from the previous week to 74% 


complete with the crop rated as poor to fair. 
Harvest of South Carolina's good quality crop made 
good progress despite rain interruptions. Picking 
in the Delta States was 95% complete or better, 
generally ahead of a year ago and well ahead of 
the average. In Arkansas, scrapping operations 
continued as weather permitted. Texas harvest, 
aided by favorable weather, continued to make good 
progress; it was 85% complete, nearly twice last 
year's level and well above the 39% average. 
Harvest was in full swing in the Southwest with 
Arizona gins running well behind. California 
harvest was nearly complete and shredding and 
discing of fields was active. 


OTHER CROPS: Harvest of grain sorghum progressed 
to 96%, a 3 point gain from the previous week. 
This compared with 100% last year and the 92% 
average. In Oklahoma, cool weather and the 
Thanksgiving holiday slowed operations--now 92%, 
average 75%. Kansas and Nebraska both advanced 
to 95%, up 5 points from last week but below last 
year's 100%. 

Sugarcane and sugarbeet harvest continued in 
Texas and sugarcane harvest made good progress in 
Louisiana and Florida. Beet processing was in 
full swing in Utah, while harvest continued in 
California and a few remained to be dug in 
Washington. 

In Kentucky, the burley tobacco markets were 
active with heavy sales of the good quality crop. 


FRUITS AND NUTS: Pecan 
throughout the South 


harvest progressed well 
with many areas at the 
three-quarter mark. In Florida, citrus groves 
were in excellent condition following the much 
needed rain during the week. Sizing was slow 
and harvest tapered off for the holiday. In 
California, some Desert grapefruit packing was 
done and navel orange harvest was underway. In 
Washington, pruning soft fruit and pear trees 
began; some old blocks were being pulled out 
new plantings. 


for 


VEGETABLES : Florida's vegetable crops are in 
good to excellent condition with some declining 
seasonally. Harvest was active although ship- 
ments were off due to the holiday. Plantings 
continued active for most crops. In New Jersey, 
some light marketings of late fall hardy vege- 
tables were available. California lettuce 
harvest was increasing in the Desert, while 
broccoli, cauliflower, and carrot volume was 
moderate; strawberry and tomato volumes were 
lighter. 


PASTURES AND LIVESTOCK: Pastures and livestock 
over much of the Nation remained in good condi- 
tion with the additional moisture received. 
Florida's pastures continued slow growth due to 
cool, dry weather. Texas livestock were in good 
to poor condition with only limited grazing on 
small grains. Western ranges improved somewhat 
with added rainfall; calving and lambing are 
underway in many areas. Supplemental feeding 
was necessary throughout the country. 
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State Summaries of Weather and Agriculture 


These summaries provide brief descriptions of crop and weather conditions important on a 
national scale. More detailed data are available in Weather and Crop Bulletins published 
each Monday by SRS State offices in cooperation with the National Weather Service. 


ALABAMA: Above normal temperature over state 
until cold front on Friday night. Temperature in 
29's over northern half. Precipitation amounts 
ranging from 1.00 to 4.00 in. 

Fieldwork: 2.4 days suitable. Soil moisture 
adequate to surplus. Harvest of row crops slowed 
by wet fields. Cotton 83% harvested, 79% 1976, 80% 
average. Corn harvest nearly complete. Soybean 
71% harvested. Pecans good condition. Pastures 
fair. 


ARIZONA: No precipitation. Temperatures mostly 
3 to 6° above normal. 

Cotton harvest full swing; nearing completion 
western areas; gins running well behind. Sugar- 
beets good progress; weeding, thinning active. 
Small grain planting and land preparations active. 
Early plantings good stands. Alfalfa hay activity 
seasonally slow; many fields pastured; limited 
cutting warmer areas. Lettuce harvest full volume 
central, western areas. Mixed vegetables growing 
well. Cantaloup harvest nearing completion. Lemon 
harvest steady, full volume. Grapefruit harvest 
active, volume limited. Picking navel, sweet 
Oranges increasing. Good stock water, soil mois- 
ture higher elevations. Conditions improved lower 
ranges. Most cattle for market shipped higher 
ranges. Sheep on lower desert pastures; lambing 
full swing. Livestock mostly good condition. 


ARKANSAS: Temperature extremes 69 and 14°. Pre- 
cipitation extremes 2.30 in. and trace. 

Soil moisture adequate or surplus. Fieldwork: 
2.7 days suitable. Soybean harvest 85% complete, 
93% 1976, average 85%. Wet fields delayed final 
harvest. Cotton harvest 96% complete, 92% last 
year, average 387%. Scrapping operations continued 
as weather permitted. Stalk destruction continued. 
Wheat planting 95% complete, 96% 1976, average 91%. 
Growth good. Oat seeding complete, 99% last year. 
Pastures mostly average or above. Cattle good 
condition. 


CALIFORNIA: Cold Arctic air moved south with some 
early morning temperatures below zero. Several 
inches of rain fell on North Coast and snow in the 
Sierra Nevada ranged from 2 to 3 ft. Light amounts 
of rain extreme north. South Coast and Los Angeles 
Basin high temperatures to the mid-90's. 

Rainfall aids small grain growers. Alfalfa 
being planted. Cotton, milo and corn harvests 
nearly complete. Shredding and discing cotton 
fields was active. Sugarbeets continue, sugar 
content up. Pruning and post harvest irrigation 
continues for deciduous fruit and nut trees. Table 
grape storage at a peak with harvest finishing soon. 
Light volumes Desert grapefruit being packed. Navel 
orange harvest underway. Lettuce harvest increasing 
Desert. Broccoli, cauliflower, carrot moderate. 
Strawberries, tomatoes lighter. Rains, many areas 
gave relief to grasses. Some rangeland greening. 
New grasses pushing through soil. Supplemental 
feeding continues. Ranchers still hauling water. 
Calving, lambing continue. 


COLORADO: Several weak frontal systems brought 
moderate snowfall central and northern mountains. 
Daily snowfall 1 to 4 in. Average temperatures 

1 to 3° above normal southeast and San Luis Valley, 
near normal western valleys, 1 to 4° below normal 
remainder of state. Wind damage along front range 
foothills at week's end. 


FLORIDA: Temperatures averaged 2 to 8° above nor- 
mal except below normal 26th. Rainfall averaged 
0.50 to 2.50 in. except up to 5.00 in. Southern 
Peninsula. 

Grazing conditions poor to fair. Cool, dry 
weather slowing growth rye, ryegrass pastures. 
Planting small grain pastures continues. Cattle 
mostly good. Soil moisture short over Peninsula, 
adequate Panhandle. Soybean harvest nearing com- 
pletion. Cotton harvest continues. Pecan harvest 
about complete. Small grains fair. Sugarcane har- 
vest full swing, some planting continues, crop con- 
dition good. Citrus tree condition excellent with 
much needed rains. Fruit drop not excessive, sizing 
Slow. Harvest slow due to Thanksgiving shipping 
holiday. Vegetable crops good to excellent condi- 
tion. Harvest active. Crops showing increased 
movement: Cabbage, celery, sweet corn, tomatoes, 
chinese cabbage. Steady volume: Snap beans, 
lettuce, radishes, squash. Decreasing supplies: 
Carrots, cucumbers, eggplant, escarole, endive, 
okra, peppers. Plantings continue active most 
crops. Irrigation, spray programs active. 


GEORGIA: Temperatures 8 to 11° above normal. Cool 
early in week, warmed midweek, cooled later. 
Extremes: 28 and 80°. Rainfall varied greatly. 
Amounts ranged 0.25 to 1.25 in. Most of State 
received rainfall. 

Soil moisture mostly adequate, except surplus 


northern and extreme southwest. Corn harvest 96% 
complete, last year 94%; poor. Cotton poor to fair, 
74% picked, 76% last year. Soybeans fair to good, 
65% combined, last year 69%. Pastures and cattle 
mostly fair. Hogs mostly good. Pecan harvest 60% 
complete, last year 68%. Wheat 81% seeded, 85% 

last year. Rye 89% seeded, 91% last year. Other 
small grains 89%, same last year. Apples 98% 


harvested; fair to good. 


HAWAII: Weather favorable. Beneficial rains 
Kauai, Oahu midweek. Other islands generally dry. 

Heavy irrigation necessary. Spraying frequent 
minimize insect infestations. Vegetable supplies 
mustard cabbage, eggplant up. Others light. 
Banana, napaya supplies heavy. Pineapple harvest- 
ing light. Sugar few mills stop grinding. Addi- 
tional mills will stop this week. Pasture 
condition generally fair to good. 


IDAHO: Temperatures 3 to 16° below normal. Ex- 


tremes: 60 and -7~. Precipitation above normal 
except northern border. 

Little farm activity because of snow. Livestock 
good condition on winter feed. Feed supplies 


adequate. 


ILLINOIS: Temperatures 8 to 13° below normal. Pre- 
cipitation 0.50 to 0.75 in. 

Corn 33% harvested, 98% 1976, 95% average. Soy- 
beans 97% combined, 100% 1976 and average. Corn, 
soybean acreage 45% plowed, 61% last year, 57% 
average. Winter wheat fair to good. Pastures 
mostly good. Soil moisture adequate to surplus. 
Fieldwork: 4.5 days suitable. 


INDIANA: Cold and snowy. Two storms early and 

late in period deposited several in. of snow; up 

to 2 ft. in extreme northwest; highway travel was 
very difficult. Very low temperatures, 2° in north, 
8° in south. 
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Fieldwork averaged 2 days. 
adequate to mostly surplus. 
adequate to surplus. Corn 90% harvested, 
average 85%. Soybeans 90% combined, 1976 
average 95%. Sorghum 90% combined. Tobacco 
stripped. Pastures mostly fair to good. 


Topsoil moisture 


1976 95%, 
100%, 
50% 


IOWA: Mid and late week snow up to 9 in. northeast 
and north central. 

Topsoil and subsoil adequate to surplus. 
work: 4.2 days suitable. 


plete, 100% last year, 


Field- 
Corn harvest 89% com- 
90% normal. Moderate corn 
harvesting loss. Soybean harvest 93% complete, 
100% last year, 100% normal. Light to moderate 
soybean harvesting loss. Adequate storage space 


for corn, soybeans. Decreasing feeder cattle move- 
ment. 
KANSAS: Precipitation limited east and north 


central. Temperatures averaged 29° north centrai 
to 38° south, from 2 to 3° below normal west, from 
4 to 8° below normal central and east. 

Conditions favorable for harvest portions week. 
Wheat condition above average, good stands many 
areas, leaf rust apparent. Pasturing wheat 15%, 
last year 10%, average 15%. Harvesting corn 95%, 
last year near 100%, average 85%. Harvesting 
sorghum grain 95%, last year near 100%, 
Soybean harvest 80%, last year near 100%, average 
90%.  Pasture-range conditions fell slightly. Live- 
stock grazing corn, sorghum stubble fields, wheat 
and native grasses. Supplementary feeds abundant. 
Farm activities: Harvesting, fertilizing, fencing 
wheat fields, caring livestock. 


KENTUCKY : 
Precipitation averaged 1.00 to 1.50 in. 
early week, snow at end. 

Outside activities slowed by adverse weather. 
Harvest operation halted by rains and snow. 
Supplemental feeding necessary. Burley tobacco 
markets opened Monday; sales heavy, record prices. 


Temperatures 4 to 5° below normal. 
Rain 


LOUISIANA: Temperatures 1 to 49% above normal. 
Extremes: 32 and 80°. Rain throughout week. 

Soil moisture short extreme northwest, surplus 
elsewhere. Main activities: Harvesting cotton, 
soybeans and sugarcane, seeding small grains and 
winter pastures. Cotton 95% harvested, 97% last 
year, 83% average. Soybeans 93% harvested, 100% 
last year, 87% average. Sugarcane 55% harvested, 
60% last year, 59% average. Pecans 78% gathered. 
Oats 94% seeded, 98% last year. Wheat 87% planted, 
96% last year. Pastures and cattle fair. 


MARYLAND AND DELAWARE: Temperatures averaged 2° 
above normal. Extremes: 50's and upper 30's. 
Western areas slightly cooler. Precipitation wide- 
spread 0.50 to 1.50 in. of rain. 

Farmers limited to inside work and normal farm 
chores due to wet conditions. 


MiCHIGAN: Temperatures 4 to 10° below normal. 
Extremes: -4 and 56°. Precipitation 0.80 to 
1.80 in. over extreme southwest lower, Saginaw Bay 


and Thumb regions; 
last half of week. 

Harvesting corn and soybeans continued at a slow 
pace until halted by snow. 


MINNESOTA: Temperatures averaged 15 to 22° below 
normal. Extremes: 36 and -27°,. Precipitation 
averaged slightly below normal except normal to 
above normal central and southeast; totals less 
than 0.50 in. except 0.50 to 0.98 in. central and 
southeast. Snowfall amounts from 1 to 10 in. 
Snow depths from 2 to 19 in. 


elsewhere 0.25 to 0.75 in. Snow 


Subsoil moisture mostly 


average 85%. 


MISSISSIPPI: Temveratures 4 to 8° above normal. 
Extremes: 29 and 80%. Greatest rainfall 3.10 in. 

Soil moisture surplus to excessive. Fieldwork: 
0.4 days suitable. Soybeans 82% harvested, 93% 
1976, 79% average. Cotton 95% harvested, 94% 1976, 
83% average. Corn 95% harvested, 96% 1976, 92% 
average. Pecans 73% harvested, 68% 1976, 65% 
average. Winter wheat and oats in good condition. 
Pastures and livestock good to fair. 


MISSOURI: Temperatures 4° below normal except 4° 
above normal in Bootheel. Precipitation 1.00 in. 
Bootheel, elsewhere O.50 in. 

Fieldwork: 3.8 days suitable. Soybeans 76% 
harvested, normal 86%. Corn 76% harvested, normal 
83%. Grain sorghum 87% harvested, normal 84%. 
Cotton 92% harvested, last year 91%, normal 84%. 
Winter wheat seeding 64% finished. Plowing 31% 
completed, last year 72%. Pasture condition mostly 
good. Soil moisture adequate to surplus. 


MONTANA: Cold, wet week except for west central 
and southwest. Temperatures averaged well below 
normal. Significant warming most sections by 
midweek. Minimum temperetures fell to below 0 
first of week. 

Moisture prospects improved with snowcover most 
areas. Range and pasture conditions remain fair. 


NEBRASKA: Temperatures 5 to 10° below normal. 
Precipitation less than 0.10 in. Panhandle, north; 
little or none elsewhere. 

Corn harvest 95% complete, 
normal. Grain sorghum harvest 95%, year ago com- 
plete, normal 100%. Soybeans 95% harvested, year 
ago complete, normal 100%. Winter wheat good. 
Soil moisture adequate. 


100% year ago, 90% 


NEVADA: Considerable moisture northwest and north- 
east; very little moisture southern areas. Temper- 
atures moderate, ranging from 76 to -7°. 

Cotton harvest gaining momentum. Livestock 
good condition. 


NEW ENGLAND: Temperatures 4 to 8° above normal 
most of week but fell to 5 to 10° below normal at 
end of period. Precipitation 0.10 to 0.75 in. 


NEW JERSEY: Temperatures below normal averaging 
39° north, 41° south and 44° coastal areas. 
Extremes: 21 and 59°. Precipitation above normal 
averaging 1.53 in. north, 1.54 in. south and 

1.76 in. coastal. 

Harvest field corn and soybeans progressing on 
limited basis as weather and field conditions per- 
mit. Some losses reported because of excessive 
rains and wet soils. Light marketing of late fall 
vegetables. 


NEW MEXICO: Second successive week dry and warm 
weather. Scattered, light snow showers high eleva- 
tions north. 

Cotton harvest 80% complete. Grain sorghum 
harvest completed. Harvesting pecans continued. 
Irrigated winter wheat good condition. Dryland 
winter wheat fair. Ranges poor to fair. Livestock 
good. 


NEW YORK: 
2.00 in. 
to 4 to 
Average 
ranging 


Precipitation from 0.50 in. 
east. Snow depths from 1 to 4 in. west 
11 in. east. Little snow in southeast. 
temperatures near or slightly below normal, 
from upper 20's to low 40's. 


west to 


NORTH CAROLINA: Mostly cloudy, 
averaged 3 to 4° above normal. 
0.75 in., some 4.00 in. 


damp. Temperatures 
Rainfall averaged 
amounts in mountains. 
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Fieldwork: 2.8 days suitable. Soil moisture normal. Rainfall 1.00 in. over northwest half, 
adequate to surplus. Small grains and pastures southeast half averaged 0.50 to 0.75 in. 
fair to mostly good. Soybean harvest 59% complete, Soil moisture short to adequate. Fieldwork: 
1976 63%, average 67%. Cotton 86% picked, 1976 4 days suitable. Cotton harvest good progress 
63%, average 81%. Sorghum grain 91% harvested, despite rain; 88% harvested, 84% in 1976, 86% 
1976 90%. Wheat 88% seeded, 1976 81%. average. Few growers sold small mixed lots. One 
of best weekly quality records for bales classed. 
NORTH DAKOTA: First large scale blizzard struck Soybeans 99% mature, same as 1976. Rains delayed 
the State, depositing large amounts of moisture. some harvest completion. Harvest 63% 
Snow now covers the entire State. Temperatures 59% 1976, 66% average. Pasture condition fair. 
took a dramatic plunge from above normal to well improving with rain. Winter grazing 95% planted, 
below. All divisions had mean temperatures from 90% emerged. Small grains good condition. 
10 to 15° below normal. Extremes: 44 and -24%. Plantings: Wheat 82%, oats 93%, barley 86%, rye 
Snow and cold weather stopped all fall work 84%. All well emerged. Pecan harvest continues. 
and forced ranchers to start feeding range cattle. 
Very little movement of grain due to the heavy SOUTH DAKOTA: Average temperatures 11 to 22° 
snowfall. : below normal. Extremes: -24 and 47°. Precipita- 
tion in the form of snow. Northern sections 
OHIO: Mostly cloudy during the week. Rain amounts received greater amounts. 
0.75 to 1.50 in. in the central and southwest and 
0.25 in. or less over remainder of the State. TENNESSEE: Temperatures ranged from normal in 
Locally heavy snow in the snow belt area on 26th west to 3° below normal in middle and 2 to 3° 
and general snow averaged 2 to 4 in. over the above normal in east. Precipitation from 2.00 to 
entire State on the 27th. Temperatures averaged 3.00 in. across state. Freezing rain over weekend 
near or little above normal most of week then much for some areas and snow in northeast. 
colder on weekend. 


complete, 


TEXAS: Weak cold front midweek resulted in light 
OKLAHOMA: Temperatures 1 to 3° below normal for precipitation, another cold front late. Rainfall 
north central; northeast 3 to 6° below. Precipi- below normal except Coastal Plains, 0.25 in. above 
tation limited to few stations reporting traces. normal. Temperatures near to above normal. 

Cool weather and holiday held down harvest pro- Good weather for harvesting, other fieldwork 
gress last week. Wheat continues mostly good con- prevailed most areas except along Coast, Lower Rio 
dition with 96% up to stand, same as year earlier Grande Valley interrupted by rain. Cotton harvest 
and just ahead of 94% average. Fall seeded oats continuing rapid pace. Many gins Panhandle have 
and barley good condition, with 90% seedings up to backlog of trailers, modules. Soybean harvest 
stand. Sorghum harvest slow last week; 92% har- progressing well, but slowed by rain Upper Coast. 
vested, later than year ago but well ahead 75° Peanut harvest approaching completion. Sunflower 
average. Cotton 58% picked, 57% 1976, 20% average. harvest nearing completion. Sugarcane harvest full 
Some stack-up of seed cotton at gins. Soybean swing Lower Valley. Sugarbeet harvest continues 
combining made good progress eastern Oklahoma, ncw High Plains. Wheat stands most areas improving 
over 80%, same as year ago. Nearly 45% of the but lack of moisture on Plains dryland wheat. 
pecan crop has been gathered. Ranges good to fair Seeding approaching completion. Oat seeding near- 
far better than year ago. Use of small grains for ing completion. Stands late but making good growth. 
grazing increased last week. Many areas need rain. Flax seeding making good 

progress but need rain. Cotton harvested 85%, 43% 
OREGON : Cold air moved across state at beginning 1976, 39% average. Peanuts harvested 96%, 90% 
of week, dropping 6 to 10 in. of snow with up to 1976, 89% average. Soybeans harvested 92%, 94% 
2 ft. of new snow in Cascades. By end of week 1976, 86% average. Pecans harvested 56%, 56% 1976, 
heavy rains had occurred over most of western 44% average. Sugarbeets harvested 94%, 77% 1976, 
Oregon. Precipitation amounts exceeded 6.00 in. 98% average. Sunflowers harvested 98%, 87% 1976, 
along south coast and ranged from 2.00 to 4.00 in. 92% average. Sorghum harvested 100%, 99% 1976, 
in Willamette Valley. Eastern Oregon reported from 99% average. Wheat planted 96%, 93% 1976, 97% 
i.e to 2.00 im. Temperatures averaged 5 to 10% average. Oats planted 97%, 92% 1976, 96% average. 
below normal west and 8 to 15° below normal east. Flax planted 52%, 16% 1976, 54% average. 

Weather limited farm activity. Snowfall and Lower Rio Grande Valley citrus harvest slowed 
rains have improved outlook for fall grains. by rains. Good supplies bell peppers. Harvest: 
Spraying programs continue for ryegrass and wild Cucumbers, squash, tomatoes, cabbage. Coastal 
oats. Pastures and ranges improving. Cattle and Bend cucumber harvest active, cabbage continues 
calves good. Stock being prepared for winter. progress well. San Antonio-Winter Garden spinach 
Feeding underway. harvest continues, quality fair because warm 

weather. Onions ready transplanting soon. Eagle 
PENNSYLVANIA: Cool and cloudy with light rain and Pass cabbage, spinach harvest in progress. East 
drizzle. Strong northwest winds through weekend. Texas frost stopped production most fields. High 
Temperatures averaging near normal to 4” below. Plains carrot harvest continues. Pecan harvest 
Extremes: of. and 11°. Almost daily precipitation continues across state. 
totaled 0.50 to 1.50 in. Weekend snowfall from Small grain, cool season grass growth improving 
traces south east to 6 to 11 in. north. but providing limited grazing. Number small grain 

Farmers doing normal wintertime chores. stands ready for grazing increasing slowly. Live- 

stock poor to good, ranchers feeding supplements, 
PUERTO RICO: Island average rainfall 5.52 in. or hay to hold condition. Low stock water supplies 
4.19 in. above normal. Temperatures averaged about problem Cross Timbers, South Texas. 
78" on coasts and 72” interior. Extremes: 93 and 
58”. 

UTAH: Recurring periods of rainin valleys. Snow 
SOUTH CAROLINA: First half of week much warmer in mountains northwest. Accumulated amounts mois- 
than usual. Mountain temperatures averaged near ture generally moderate to heavy most stations 
normal, north central 3° above normal, northwest northwest, light south boundary. Average tempera- 
7° above normal, remainder 7 to 10° warmer than tures ranging from 6° below normal to 3° above. 








8 


Weekly Weather and Crop Bulletin 





Nov. 29, 1977 





Care and feeding of sheep and 
cattle on rangelands, feedlots and farms; potatoes, 
dry onions, apples being graded, sorted and mar- 
keted; sugarbeets were being processed. 


Activities: 


VIRGINIA: Rainfall from 0.75 to 1.00C in. 
tures above normal. Extremes: 73 and 19%. 
Wet fields held fieldwork to 1.5 days suitable. 
Corn for grain combining 91%, 87% 1976, 86% usual. 
Soybean harvest 60%, 76% 1976, 77% average. Wheat 
82% seeded, 84% 1976. Winter grains, grazing 
crops, pastures good to excellent. Small grains 
need colder weather to prevent premature jointing. 


Tempera- 


WASHINGTON: West: Temperatures 7 to 9° below 
normal. Precipitation near normal to 0.50 in. 
above in Sound area. 

Cauliflower harvest completed, carrots nearing 
end. Most livestock on winter rations. Some hay 
coming in from eastern Washington. Christmas tree 
harvest underway. 

East: Temperatures 10 to 13° below normal. 
Precipitation normal to 0.30 in. above. 

Some field corn and sugarbeets remain to be 
harvested. Pruning of soft fruit and pear trees 
continues; apple trees not yet started. Orchardists 
cutting down old blocks of trees preparatory to new 








planting. routine chores and 


feeding. 


Most farm activity 


WEST VIRGINIA: Temperatures above normal, dropping 
sharply to near record lows at end of week. Pre- 
cipitation twice normal eastern half state, near 
normal elsewhere. 

Fieldwork: 2.3 days suitable. Soil moisture 
adequate to surplus. Fall pastures good. Hay 
Supply short to adequate. Fall sown grains doing 
well. Livestock good shape. 


WISCONSIN: Temperatures below normal with highs 
in 20's and 30's until midweek, teens later. 
Several periods significant snowfall. Heaviest 
southeast at 6 to 9 in. Milwaukee area, 1 to 4 in. 
central part of state. 

Crop harvest and plowing stopped by several 
inches snow on ground. Some corn and soybean 
acreage remains to be harvested. 


WYOMING: Temperatures below normal. Precipitation 
for most part above normal. 

Some supplemental feeding. Livestock mostly 
good condition with no unusual death losses. 


Winter wheat needs additional moisture most areas. 


Average Monthly Weather Outlook 
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OUTLOOK FOR WINTER AVERAGE TEMPERATURES 





December 1977 through February 1978 





Above Normal, 65% chance of occurrence 














Below Normal, 65% chance of occurrence 


Indeterminate, 50% chance of Above Normal 
50% chance of Below Normal 


The two categories Above and Below are to be compared to the long-term 
average or ''normal"' temperatures of the years 1941-70. Each category 
has a natural climatic frequency or probability of 50%. Each carries a 
65% probability of occurring where forecast (shaded area), based on the 
verification scores of nineteen years of experimental seasonal predictions. 


NOAA National Weather Service 
Long Range Prediction Group 








World Weather and Crop Update 


November 21 - 27 


USSR. Relatively mild, wet weather persisted in greater evaporation rates normally experienced in 
European USSR. Daytime temperatures over most of Summer will aggravate the existing dry conditions. 
European USSR have generally been above freezing Heavy rain is needed almost everywhere in the 
while precipitation fell mainly as rain. Lack of eastern states and South Australia while additional 
snow cover at this time of the year leaves crops rainfall is required in western Australia to pre- 
vulnerable to sudden incursions of cold Arctic air vent further deterioration of crops and pastures. 
in the principal winter grain areas. India, hit by cyclonic storms on November 12 and 
19, is still attempting to assess losses to crops 
ASIA. Generally ideal weather for harvesting pre- and livestock in the southern states of Andhra 
vailed over the grain areas of Australia. Harvest- Pradesh and Tamil Nadu. Crops, especially rice, 
ing of wheat and barley crops was well underway in were partially or completely destroyed on hundreds 
most portions. Spring crops and pastures, however, of thousands of acres in these two states. Recent 
needed moisture as the drought continued over many heavy rains pelted coastal regions in the southeast 
important agricultural districts. With low subsoil 


od « last page 
moisture in many areas, the higher temperatures and (continued on page ) 
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HARVESTING PROGRESS 


Percent of acres harvested as of November 27 


CORN SOYBEANS 
1977 1976 Avg. 1977 1976 Avg. 
Ga 96 94 NA Ala 71 NA NA (continued from page 9) 
I1] 93 98 95 Ark 85 93 85 
Ind 90 95 85 Ga 65 69 NA and southwest, and spin-off rains from the last 
Iowa 89 100 90 11] 97 100 100 cyclonic storm penetrated into central India. How- 
Kans 95 100 85 Ind 90 100 95 ever, it was seasonally dry in the north. Precipi- 
Kv NA NA NA lowa 93 100 100 tation was seasonally light over the China mainland; 
Mich NA NA NA Kans 80 100 90 narvesting of late crops in South China proceeded 
Minn NA NA NA Ky NA NA NA under favorable conditions. 
Mo 76 NA 83 La 93 100 87 
Nebr 95 100 90 Mich NA NA NA AFRICA. Winter grains and pastures received a 
NC 100 NA NA Minn 100 100 100 welcome boost as timely rains fell throughout North 
Ohio NA NA NA Miss 82 93 79 Africa (Morocco, Algeria and Tunisia). Heavier 
Pa NA NA NA Mo 76 NA 86 amounts occurred along coastal regions in these 
S Dak NA NA NA Nebr 95 100 100 countries, but interior agricultural regions also 
Tex 100 100 100 NC 59 63 67 were helped by the badly needed moisture. The main 
Wisc NA NA NA Ohio 100 100 NA agricultural regions in South Africa experienced 
SC 63 o9 66 scattered showers of light to moderate intensity 
U. S. 92 99 90 Tenn NA NA NA while heavy rains fell in Bechuanaland. 
These 16 States produced U. S. 88 96 92 SOUTH AMERICA. Moderate to heavy rains, locally 
92% of the 1976 U. S. excessive, fell on maturing winter grain crops over 
corn crop. These 18 States produced jnost of the Argentine grain belt. Abnormal weed 
96% of the 1976 U. S. and disease problems may have developed in some 
soybean crop. areas, especially in the northern grain regions 
COTTON which have been hit by excessive moisture in recent 
weeks. The main agricultural regions in southern 
1977 1976 Avg. SORGHUM and eastern Brazil also received ample rainfall. 
Ala 83 79 80 "“UROPE. Light precipitation and seasonally cool 
Ark 96 92 87 1977 1976 Avg. temperatures dominated the weather over the north- 
Ga 74 76 NA ern half of western Europe including the United 
La 95 97 83 Colo NA NA NA <ingdom. Moderate to heavy showers, however, fell 
Miss 95 94 83 _— 99 100 89 over southern France, northern Spain, and all of 
Mo 92 91 84 a : 4d NA 64 Italy. Central and southern Spain received little 
NC 86 83 81 Neb 95 100 100 Significant moisture. In eastern Europe, it was 
Oxla 08 o7 20 Okla 92 NA 79 seasonably cool with general light rain in East 
SC 88 84 86 S pax NA NA NA Germany, Poland, and Czechoslovakia. Showers fell 
Tean NA NA NA Tex 100 99 99 over the southern half of the region at the end of 
Tex 85 43 39 the period. Dry conditions continued in the main 


@ States 96 100 92 winter grain areas of Turkey. 


11 Southern 
States 84 60 53 These 7 States produced 
90% of the 1976 U. S. 


These 11 States produced sorghum crop. 


67% of the 1976 U. S. 
cotton crop. NA Not Available 














